Free public seminar

“Government Secrecy in BC and Canada:
Are we winning the struggle?"

Freedom of information laws give citizens direct access to government documents – the “paper trail” that reveals the actual decisions and actions of governments, past and present.  FOI laws have existed in Canada since 1983 and in BC since 1993, but politicians and bureaucrats around the world continue to develop new strategies to avoid scrutiny and preserve government secrecy.

This event is a rare opportunity to hear two leading experts address what is really happening to public access to information in our country and our province.

Wednesday October 1, 2008
7:00 pm—9:30 pm
1400 Segal Centre
Simon Fraser University Harbour Centre 
515 West Hastings Street, Vancouver


Admission is free, but seating is limited, so come early to ensure admission
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	Prof. Alasdair Roberts is the world’s premier researcher/writer on freedom of information issues. He is the author of Blacked Out: Government Secrecy in the Information Age
Prof. Roberts is the Jerome L. Rappaport Professor of Law and Public Policy at Suffolk University Law School.  Previously, he was a professor of public administration in the Maxwell School of Citizenship and Public Affairs at Syracuse University, and an associate professor of public administration at Queen's University, Canada.
Website: http://www.aroberts.us/Site/Home.html


	Prof. Terry Eastwood, is Professor Emeritus of the School of Library, Archival and Information Studies at the University of British Columbia.

Prof. Eastwood has an unparalleled view of the state of government records and archives in BC and the growing problems of creating, preserving and obtaining access to them.
THIS IS ONE OF SEVEN EVENTS SCHEDULED FOR RIGHT TO KNOW WEEK IN BC.  FULL CALENDAR: http://www.oipcbc.org/RIGHT_TO_KNOW_2008.htm 
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