
	"Democratic progress requires the ready availability of true and complete information. In this way people can objectively evaluate their government's policy. To act otherwise is to give way to despotic secrecy."

-Pierre E. Trudeau 




Right to Know Week in Canada
“Right to Know Week” starts on Sunday, September 28, 2008 and runs until October 3, 2008.  During the week, events are held to focus public attention on the vital role access to information plays in promoting open government.
In British Columbia, the public’s right to know is supported by the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act.  The right of access enables the public to request records relating to the decisions, operations, administration and performance of government.  The underlying premise is that citizens are best equipped to hold government accountable, and better able to participate in the democratic process, when they have timely access to relevant information. 

Event Calendar
	Title
	Who
	When
	Where

	Democracy 101 – Grading the State of Open Government in British Columbia:  Pass or Fail?


	Mary Carlson, Executive Director, Office of the Information and Privacy Commissioner of BC
	
Monday Sept 29

7:00 - 8:30 pm

	Parksville

The Forum (Council Chambers)
100 E Jensen Ave, 

	Democracy 101 – Grading the State of Open Government in British Columbia:  Pass or Fail?


	Mary Carlson, Executive Director, Office of the Information and Privacy Commissioner of BC
	Tuesday Sept 30
7:00 - 8:30 pm

	Campbell River
Room C226, North Island College, 1685 South Dogwood Street

	The State of Open Government in BC and Canada: A1 or 911?
	Suzanne Legault Assistant Information Commissioner of Canada and David Loukidelis, Information and Privacy Commissioner of BC
	 
Wed. Oct 1
12 noon-1:30 pm


	Greater Victoria

Greater Victoria Public Library
Central Library Boardroom
735 Broughton St.

	The Right to Know or the Right to No:  Accessing Government Records 


	Cory Martinson and Trevor Presley, investigators for the Office of the Information and Privacy Commissioner of BC
	
	Surrey

Special Presentation to Journalism Students
Kwantlen University

	Government Secrecy in BC and Canada: Are we winning the struggle? 


	Prof. Alasdair Roberts, author of Blacked Out: Government Secrecy in the Information Age, 

Prof. Terry Eastwood, UBC School of Library, Archival and Information Studies
	Wed. Oct 1 
7:00 - 9:30 pm
	Vancouver
1400 Segal Centre
Simon Fraser University Harbour Centre Campus
515 West Hastings Street

	The Right to Know or the Right to No:  Accessing Government Records  (Student presentation)
	Cory Martinson and Trevor Presley, investigators for the Office of the Information and Privacy Commissioner of BC
	Thurs Oct 2
2:30 pm
	Kamloops 
Special Presentation to the Media Law & Ethics Students
Thompson Rivers University 
Jour 470

	The Right to Know or the Right to No:  Accessing Government Records (Student presentation)
	Cory Martinson and Trevor Presley, investigators for the Office of the Information and Privacy Commissioner of BC
	Fri October 3
	
100 Mile House

Special Presentation to Students of Peter Skene Ogden Secondary School



Free public seminar

 “Government Secrecy in BC and Canada:
Are we winning the struggle?"

Freedom of information laws give citizens direct access to government documents – the “paper trail” that reveals the actual decisions and actions of governments, past and present.  FOI laws have existed in Canada since 1983 and in BC since 1993, but politicians and bureaucrats around the world continue to develop new strategies to avoid scrutiny and preserve government secrecy.

This event is a rare opportunity to hear two leading experts address what is really happening to public access to information in our country and our province.

Wednesday October 1, 2008
7:00 pm—9:30 pm
1400 Segal Centre
Simon Fraser University Harbour Centre 
515 West Hastings Street, Vancouver


Admission is free, but seating is limited, so come early to ensure admission
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	Prof. Alasdair Roberts is the world’s premier researcher/writer on freedom of information issues. He is the author of Blacked Out: Government Secrecy in the Information Age
Prof. Roberts is the Jerome L. Rappaport Professor of Law and Public Policy at Suffolk University Law School.  Previously, he was a professor of public administration in the Maxwell School of Citizenship and Public Affairs at Syracuse University, and an associate professor of public administration at Queen's University, Canada.
Website: http://www.aroberts.us/Site/Home.html


	Prof. Terry Eastwood, is Professor Emeritus of the School of Library, Archival and Information Studies at the University of British Columbia.

Prof. Eastwood has an unparalleled view of the state of government records and archives in BC and the growing problems of creating, preserving and obtaining access to them.
Presented by

The Office of the Information Commissioner of BC

The BC Freedom of Information & Privacy Association and the SFU Public Interest Research Group
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 “The State of Open Government in BC and Canada: A1 or 911?”

How healthy is the state of open government, federally and provincially?  Access to information legislation is intended to make governments more accountable by giving citizens’ the right to access records on what governments think, do and how they perform.  Is the system working?  Are we a more informed citizenry, better able to hold government’s feet to the fire?  Or do we know less than before?  Is open government in need of emergency care, and what is the remedy?
Join Assistant Information Commissioner of Canada Suzanne Legault and BC Information and Privacy Commissioner David Loukidelis as they share their thoughts on the health of transparent government across the country.
 Wednesday, October 1, 2008
12:00 noon-1:30 pm
Greater Victoria Public Library
Central Library Boardroom
735 Broughton Street, Victoria, BC
Bring your brown bag lunch

This seminar is free to the public, however, seating is limited and seating must be reserved.  To reserve a seat, please contact Maria Dupuis at 250-387-7299 or email us at info@oipc.bc.ca

“Democracy 101--Grading the State of Open Government in 
British Columbia:  Pass or Fail?"
 Free and Open to the Public
In 2001 the newly elected BC government promised to become the most “open and accountable government in Canada”.  Eight years later, have we arrived?  Has BC become the most open and accountable government in Canada?  What are the 
ongoing and emerging threats facing open government in this province?  What opportunities exist to enhance transparency in governments?

Please come hear Mary Carlson, Executive Director, Office of the Information and Privacy Commissioner share her views on the health of transparent government and provide information on how members of the public can exercise their statutory right to access information.  For more information please contact Maria Dupuis at 250-387-5629.

Monday, September 29, 2008
7:00—8:30 pm
The Forum (Council Chambers)
100 E Jensen Avenue
 Parksville, British Columbia


Tuesday, September 30, 2008
7:00—8:30pm
Room C226, North Island College
1685 South Dogwood Street
Campbell River, British Columbia
_____________________________________________________________________

“The Right to Know or the Right to No:
 Accessing Government Records"   
What are your rights to access records in the hands of government agencies?  What happens if the government refuses to give you access to those records, or “blacks out” information from those records?  What can you do if you think the government is “hiding” records?  Cory Martinson and Trevor Presley, two investigators for the Office of the Information and Privacy Commissioner provide advice and guidance on how to exercise your statutory rights.

 Wednesday, October 1, 2008
Special Presentation to the Journalism Students
Kwantlen University
Surrey, British Columbia

Thursday, October 2, 2008
Special Presentation to the Media Law and Ethics Students
Thompson Rivers University 
Jour 470, 2:30 pm
Kamloops, British Columbia
 Friday, October 3, 2008
Special Presentation to Students 
Peter Skene Ogden Secondary School
100 Mile House, British Columbia
	Attention Teachers!
Support national Right to Know Week by discussing with your students the importance of openness and transparency in a healthy democracy.
Right to Know teaching materials can be downloaded here:



                                   


WORKBOOK                                  POWERPOINT

	                    Win an iPod Touch!
Are you an RTK graduate?  Or an RTK pre-schooler? Take this on-line test to explore your access and privacy knowledge! This fifteen-question quiz will test your expertise and present you with a report card. Please note that your answers and scores will not be stored by the OIPC, and once your score has been provided your answers will be automatically deleted.  We will not use any information collected except for the purposes of this contest. If you have any questions about the privacy of your personal information, please contact Elizabeth Barrett at (250) 387-5629. 

Complete the online quiz!
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For more information contact:  Pat Egan or Tim Mots 250-387-5629 or through 
Enquiry BC at 1-800-663-7867








HOW DO I ENTER?�
�









